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I picked up a copy of the Jefferson 
Bible while visiting Poplar Forest, 
Jefferson’s Palladian retreat in Bedford 
County, Virginia. 

I have a keen interest in Jefferson, 
and have read more about him than 
any other modern figure. I’ve stood in 
the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, 
D.C., and read his famous words 
carved in stone. I walked his footsteps 
in Natural Bridge, Virginia. I’ve been 
to the University of Virginia, which he 
designed and founded in his old age. 
Jefferson was a remarkable man for his 
day—in many ways, he was far ahead 
of his time. I always come away from 
Monticello impressed with his curiosity, 
inventiveness, attention to detail, wide-

ranging talents, and boundless energy.
But Jefferson had his flaws, and recent 
history has been less flattering to 
him than the previous two centuries. 
Suffice it to say that he was a man—a 
remarkable man in many ways, but he 
still walked on clay feet. We see the clay 
prints most clearly when we pick up The 
Jefferson Bible: The Life and Morals of 
Jesus of Nazareth, which he completed in 
1819. The dust cover of Jefferson’s Bible 
says,

Working in the White House in 
1804, Jefferson set out to edit the 
Gospels in order to uncover the 
essence of true religion in the simple 
story of the Life of Jesus. Jefferson 
was convinced that the authentic  >> 
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By the main warehouses in a particular town, the river channel has to be 
dredged often so barges can come in. The sand dredged from the river bottom is 
dumped on the riverbank. Children love to play on these huge sand hills. However, 
the mounds can be dangerous. When the wet sand dries, it creates a crust. It can 
collapse at any time, causing a person to sink down inside the mound and be 
covered instantly by the sand.

Several years ago when two brothers did not come home for dinner, their bikes 
were found outside the fence where the sand mounds were. Their family and 
rescue workers began searching frantically. They finally found one of them. He 
was buried up to his chin in the sand. Because of the pressure of the wet sand and 
muck around him, he was not breathing; so they began to dig frantically. When 
they uncovered him down to his waist he regained consciousness. His parents, 
in hysterics, said, “Where’s your brother? Where’s your brother? Where’s your 
brother?” 

The boy replied, “I’m standing on his shoulders.”
The one brother had given his life so the other might be saved. 
Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 

his friends” (John 15:13).
Jesus demonstrated this greater love by giving His life for you and me. When we 

were sinking in the depths of sin, Jesus bore the weight of our sins on the cross (1 
Peter 2:21–24), providing the means of our salvation. He invites each of us to stand 
on His shoulders so you and I can be saved.

We can be saved by the merits of Christ’s death on the cross if we believe in Him 
(Acts 16:30–31), turn from our sins in repentance (Acts 17:30–31), confess Him 
before men (Romans 10:9–10), and are baptized—immersed—in His name for the 
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). Then if we continue to follow Him faithfully, He 
will receive us into an eternal home (1 John 1:7; John 14:1–6).

“I was sinking deep in sin, Far from the peaceful shore,
Very deeply stained within, Sinking to rise no more;
But the Master of the sea, Heard my despairing cry,
From the waters lifted me—Now safe am I”
“Love lifted me . . .”

Won’t you allow Jesus to lift you from the deadly depths of sin?  
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■  Set a budget. 
Determine where 
the money leaks 
are. Evaluate 
priorities.

■  Do not wreck 
your finances 
for big ticket 
items—even for a 
fancy house. 

■  Do not allow 
the “tyranny 
of the urgent” 
to out vote the 
important. 

■  Do not buy 
items not on 
the budget. For 
“big ticket” items on the budget, wait 
thirty days before signing. This allows 
clearheadedness and cancels impulse 
buying. On most purchases, wait 
twenty-four hours—in other words, 
sleep on it. Merchants arrange their 

stores to promote 
impulse spending. 
It keeps them in 
business; it puts 
you out of business. 
Impulse buying 
concerns wants, not 
needs, so stay away 
from it. 
■  Evaluate your 
budget monthly. 
If this takes more 
than an hour, then 
your budget is too 
complicated. 
■  Remember, your 
budget is your 
friend and not the 

law. It can be changed when necessary. 
It is your best paper friend. It may be 
a lot of fun to get into debt, but it is 
sheer misery to get out of debt.
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■  Motherhood—If it was going to 
be easy, it never would start with 
something called labor!

■  Parents: People who bear infants, bore 
teenagers, and board newlyweds.

■  Shouting to make your children obey 
is like using the horn to steer your car, 
and you get about the same results 
(Proverbs 15:1).

■  To be in your children’s memories 
tomorrow, you have to be in their lives 
today (Genesis 
44:30).

■  Good advice on 
child rearing: 
enjoy them while 
they are still on 
your side.

■  Raising a teenager is like nailing Jell-O 
to a tree.

■  The joy of motherhood: the time when 
all the children are finally in bed.

■  Life’s golden age is when the kids are 
too old to need babysitters and too 
young to borrow the family car.

■  Grandparents are similar to a piece 
of string—handy to have around and 
easily wrapped around the fingers of 
grandchildren (Proverbs 17:6).
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Although it may sound arrogant 
for one to say, “I know that I am saved,” 
the Bible teaches that the Christian can 
know that very thing. John wrote, “These 
things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life, and that ye may believe on the name 
of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13).

How can we have such confidence? 
Both trust and obedience play a part. 
John wrote, “Hereby we do know 
that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments” (1 John 2:3). Jesus 
told Nicodemus that one must be born 
again of water and of the Spirit in order 
to enter into the kingdom of God (John 
3:3–5). A person is born again of the 
water and of the Spirit by being baptized 
into Christ. This person is then saved—

and can know it. Thus begins a life-long 
journey of the “babe in Christ” growing 
into the mature Christian. 

We must also trust God to keep His 
Word. Christians are not perfect, and 
God does not expect us to be. We still 
sin, but God forgives those sins as we 
repent of them and confess them. As 
God expects a forgiving attitude of 
Christians, He shows a forgiving attitude 
as a Father.

Salvation does not depend on how 
few sins or mistakes we make, but 
upon whether or not we accept God’s 
grace and are obedient to Christ. As 
we continue to serve Christ, the Lord 
continues to bless and forgive us. If we 
walk in the light, following the pathway 
of Christ, His blood continues to cleanse 
us of sin (1 John 1:5–7).

Many Christians have doubts because 

they are not maturing as Christians 
should, but are moving backward.  This 
often happens when a person does not 
give his whole heart to Christ. Jesus said,  
“For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: but whosoever will lose his life 
for my sake, the same shall save it” (Luke 
9:24). The person who tries to live as a 
Christian while not fully surrendering 
his life to Christ must have doubts, 
because he cannot walk in the light if 
he does not give his whole heart to the 
Lord.

As the hymn says, “Trust and obey, for 
there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, 
but to trust and obey.” 
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